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QKA C E ~ ~ I ~ ~ E ~  MlalIE 

April Sands, Esq. 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
939 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20463 

Re: MUR4748 

Dear Ms. Sands: 

Enciosed please find the Responses to Intenagatories md Docurxient Requests of 
respondent WX, Inc. (I' WXl") in connection with the above-re€erenct:d matter. Respondents 
WPXI and Pamela Spagnol previously have requested pre-probable cause conciliation pwsmt 
to 11 C.F.R. Q 11 1.1 8 (d). Please do hesitate to contact me if you should. have my questions 
regarding the enclosed Responses. 

MKJigh 
Enclosures 
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In the Matter of 

TO: Office of the General Cowsel 
Federal Election Commission 
Room 659 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

~ ~ ~ E ~ Q ~ A T O ~ ~  NO. lbk 

identify the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and arezc(s) of responsibility of 
the person@) who generated the idea of the plan, and state when it was generated; 

In late October 1997, personnel at W W  first considered preparing 8 news report 

comparing the responses of congressional representatives to constituent letters which included 

campaign contributions with their responses to letters without donations (hereinafter "the 

Congressional Response News Story"). Around that time, WPXI News Director Robert Morford 

forwarded a memo from Lloyd Siege1 of NBC entitled "Dateline Idlea Exchange" to WPXI 

Special Projects Unit Executive Producer Carrie Moniot. %e Dateline Idea Exchange memo, 

dated October 21, '1997, was addxessed to "Affiliate News Directors," and suggested news story 

ideas that had been tried by other news organizations. The Dateline Idea Exchange memo 

included a news story suggestion entitled "Members of Congress may be twice as likely io 

answer your letter when you enclose a check" which was based on a report published in ihe New 

York Daily News. 
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The WPXI News Department conducts regular meetings to develop and follow-up on 

story ideas. The ideas set forth in the Dateline Idea Exchangr: memo, including the 

Congressional Response News Story, were discussed at one of these meetings in January is98 

(hereinafter “the January 1998 Meeting”). Based on the description ofthe New York Raily News 

story in the Dateline Idea Exchange memo, it was generally agreed that WPXI should pursue the 

Congressional Response News Story. AI1 of the individuals identified below participated in the 
D 
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1. Ms. Carrie Moniot, Executive Producer, WPXI News Special Projects Unit. The 

Executive Producer of the Special Projects Unit is responsible for the medical, consumer 

and investigative units and also oversees news specials, election coverage, and special 

events. 

2. Mr. Robert Morford, WPXI News Director. The News Director is responsible for 

all news operations at W X I .  

3. Ms. Tracye Fox, WPXI Assistant News Director. The Assistant News Director 

assists the News Director in supervising news operations. 

4. The Creative Services 

Director is responsible for the art, graphics, and creative s’ervices departments and 

Mr. Steve Riley, WPXI Creative Services Director. 

supervises the marketing of the television station. 

5. Ms. Karen Lah, W X I  Creative Services Manager. The Creative Services 

Manager reports to the Creative Services Director and ove:rsees the production of 

promotions for news programs and other station events. 

John Howell, WPXI General Manager, may have attended at least a portion of the 

meeting. Although Mr. Howell sometimes attends such meetings, neither Mr. Howell nor the 
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above-listed attendees recall whether Mr. Howell attended this particular meeting. The General 

Manager oversees all aspects of the station’s operations. 

Sometime after WPXI decided to pursue the Congressional Response News Story, Carrie 

Moniot telephoned Eric Koli, a Date!ine NBC investigative producer, :for more information on 

the general story idea as outlined in the Dateline Idea Exchange memo. On January 21, 1998, 

Mr. Koli faxed Ms. Moniot a Nexis copy of the New York Daily News article. Mr. Koli also 

gave Ms. Moniot the phone number of the New York Daily News reporter on the story’s byline. 

Ms. Moniot left a message for this reporter in hopes of learning more about how the New York 

Daily News had prepared its report, but never received a return call from him. 

INTERROGATOW NO. Ub): 

identify the name(s), title@), position(s) OF employment, and arlea(s) of aesponsibility of 
the person(s) who decided the dollar amount, the number of contributions to be made, to 
whom the contributions were to be made, and why the recipients of the contributions 
were chosen; 

RESPONSE TQ HNTERRBGATBRY NO. Ub): 

The attendees of the January 1998 Meeting (identified in Respoiise to Interrogatory l(a)) 

agreed to pattern the Congressional Response News Story after thc sl.ory featured in the New 

York Daily News. In the Daily News investigation, members of Congress in New Yo& City 

received one constituent letter with a $50 check and another similar constituent letter without a 

check. The congressmen’s responses to the two sets of letters were then compared to determine 

if the presence of a check has an impact on the sort of response generated by a constituent letter. 

Accordingly, each of the five congressmen representing districts in the W X I  viewing area was 

sent one constituent letter with a $50 check enclosed and another letter without a check. 
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INTERROGATORY NO. 1(ck 

list the total number of all contributions sent as part of the plan, the names of all 
recipients of contributions, the amount of each contribution sent as part OT the plan, and 
describe why each person was chosen to receive a contrk~tion; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. l(d: 

One $50 check was sent to each of the five congressmen represen.ting western 

Pennsylvania -- William L. Coyne, Mike Doyle, Philip S. English, Ron Klink, and Frarllr R. 

Mascara -- for a total of five checks. These congressmen were chosen because they represent the 

congressional districts in the viewing area served by WPXI. 

identify the name(.$, title($, position(s) of employment, and ari:a(s) of responsibility of 
the person(s) who approved the plan, drafted the letters accompanying the contributions, 
and approved the letters accompanying the contributions; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. l(dk 

WPXI News Director Robert Morford generally had the final auchority to decide whether 

the News Department would pursue a particular story. However, the attendees of the January 

1998 Meeting (identified in Response to Interrogatory l(a)) agreed that WPXI should pursue the 

Congressional Response News Story. As Executive Producer for the WPXI News Special 

Projects Unit, Carrie Moniot drafted and approved both the letters accoinpanying the checks and 

the letters sent without a check. 

INTERROGATORY NQ. I(&: 

identify the name@), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area@) of responsibility of 
the person@) who approved the use of corporate fimds for the contributions; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. Ue): 

It was understood by the individuals involved that the objectivity of the Congressional 

Response News Story depended upon the letters and checks coming fro'm people who would not 
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easily be associated with WPXI. Otherwise, the report would measure the typical response of 

congressional offices to press requests, rather than constituent requests. The unspoken 

assumption was that the cost of the checks would be treated like any other reimbursable news 

story expense iccurred by any employee. 

Ms. Pamela Spagnol who, at Ms. Moniot’s request, sent the five letters containing $SO 

checks to the congressmen, followed the station’s regular procedwe for the advance and 

reimbursement of news story-related expenses. On February 1 1 ,  1998, Ms. Spagnol, the News 

Department Business Manager, submitted a routine check request for $250 to WPXI’s 

Accounting Department to cover the cost of the five checks to be sent. The requested $250 

check was issued to Ms. Spagnol two days later. Then, on March 3, 1998, the date the checks 

were mailed, Ms. Spagnol submitted a routine expense voucher f;om to the Accounting 

Department providing documentation that she Sad written the five $50 checks from her personal 

account on March 2 and requesting reimbursement of an additional $1.60 in postage. Also in 

keeping with the station’s regular procedures, the News Department head, WPXI News Director 

Robert Morford, (identified in response to interrogatory l(a)) approved both the cheek request 

and expense foims. 

None of the WPXI personnel involved in the approval of the Congressional Response 

News Story or the advance of Ms. Spagnol’s expenses knew of any law:; that might prohibit such 

donations. The possibility that enclosing checks for the congressmen’ 5 campaign funds as part 

of the Congressional Response News Story might be prohibited was never raised or discussed. 

The checks were not sent for the purpose of influencing the outcome o f  any election, but were 

seen as a cost to be incurred in the course of cavering a news story. 
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INTERROGATORY NO. Iff): 

identify and describe any officers or directors of WPXI, Inc., or its parent corporation, 
who were involved in the plan, when they became involved in the plan, how they became 
involved in the plan, and state whether they participated in the authorization of the use of 
corporate funds for the plan; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. ltn: 

WPXI General Manager John Howell is Vice President of WPXI., Inc. Although it is not 

clear whether Mr. Howell attended the Januar! 1998 meeting at which &e decision was made to 

pursue the Congressional Response News Story, Mr. Howell was generally aware that WPXI 

was pursuing the Congressional Response News Story. Mr. Howell did not participate in any 

authorization for the use of corporate funds, but assumed the cost incurred in sending the 

donations would be reimbursed by the station. 

INTEFtROGATORY NO. U~ 

state the name(s), title(s), position(s) of employment, and area(s) of responsibility of all 
WPXI, Inc. employees who played a role in the plan not otherwise mentioned in this 
question, and the nature of their role; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO” Ugh: 

1. Mr. Alan Jennings, Reporter, prepares news stories For [YPXI. Mr. Jennings was 

the reporter assigned to the Congressional Response News Story. Mr. Jennings played no role in 

approving the plan to send checks to the congressmen and did not piuticipate in prepahg or 

sending the letters accompanying the checks. Mr. Jennings wa2 responsible for reporting on the 

congressmen’s responses. 

2. Mr. Jim Chiappelli is WPXI’s Morning Executive Producer, responsible for the 

production of stories featured on WXl’s morning news shows. At th,e request of Ms. Moniot, 

Mr. Chiappelli signed, and used his home address as the return address for, the set of letters 
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without checks that was sent to the congressmen. Me also forwarded the single response he 

received from the congressmen to Ms. Moniot. 

INTERROGATORY NO. lh): 

describe the content and nature of all communications with the persons who received 
contributions as part of the plan, and produce all documents received from the recipients 
or their representatives; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. I(bk 

The following is a chronological description of all communicatians with the congressmen 

or their representatives: 

On or about March 2, 1998, two letters, both dated February 24., 1998, were sent to each 

of the five congressmen. Both letters expressed concern about the Social Security system and 

asked the recipient congressman for help in determining the amount of Social Security benefits 

that would be available to the sender upon retirement. One set of letters, signed by Ms. Pamela 

Spagnol, included a $50 check, dated March 2, 1998, made payable to the recipient 

congressman. The other set, signed by Mr. Jim Chiappelli, did not include a check. 

Ms. Spagnol received the following initial responses in the mail from the congressmen 

and forwarded all responses to Ms. Moniot: 

1. An undated letter from Ron Klink, on “Ron Klink, your citizen in Congress” 

stationery, thanking Ms. Spagnol for her donation. Ms. Spagnol’s check to Rep. Klink 

was cashed on or about March 18, 1998. Rep. Klink’s letter did not address the Social 

Security concerns raised by Ms. Spagnol. 

2. A two-page letter dated March 16, 1998 from Congressman Frank Mascara, on 

House of Representatives stationery explaining how Ms. Spagnol could obtain the 

requested information regarding benefits from the Social Security Administration. 

Congressman Mascara also returned ivls. Spagnol’s check to her arid explained that 
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because she resides in Rep. Mike Doyle’s District, “I just do not feel it is appropriate for 

me to keep it.” 

3. A one-page letter, dated March 30, 1998, from Phil English on “English for 

Congress” stationery, thanking Ms. Spagnol for her check. Rep English did not address 

the Social Security concerns raised by Ms. Spagnol in her letter. Ms. Spagnol’s check to 

Congressman English was cashed on or about March 3 1,1998. 

4. A one-page letter, dated March 30, 1998, fiom Rep. Mike Doyle on House of 

Representatives stationery, responding to Ms. Spagnol’s question about retirement 

benefits and referring her to the Social Social Security Administration for more 

information. The letter did not mention the %SO check. Ms. Spign01’~ check was cashed 

on or about April 3, 1998. 

Sometime in early April 1998, WX Reporter A h  Jennings telephoned Rep. Mascara’s 

office and arranged an interview with the congressman on the subject of his office’s process for 

responding to constituent letters. Sometime during that same week, Mr. Jennings or some other 

representative of WPXI called the office of Rep. Phil English to arrange an interview. Ms. 

Moniot also left messages with the offices of Reps. Klink and Doyle requesting interviews on the 

same subject. 

Mr. Jennings interviewed Rep. Mascara in his Mon Valley, Pennsylvania office on or 

about April 20, 1998. During the interview Mr. Jennicgs asked Rep. Mascara about his 

procedures for responding to constituent mail generally, and about the letter sent by P A .  Spagnol 

in particular. Rep. Mascara described his procedures for responding to constituent mail, and 

stated that he specifically remembered dictating the March 16 letter to Ms. Spagnol. He also 

recalled deciding to return her $50 check since she was not on his constituent list. 



Mr. Jennings also interviewed Rep. Phil English at his office in Butler, Pennsylvania on 

or about April 20, 1998. During the interview, Mr. Jennings asked Rep. English about his 

procedures for responding to constituent mail generally, and about the letter sent by Ms. Spagnol 

in particular. Rep. English indicated that he did not remember receiving or answering Ms. 

Spagnol’s letter. Rep. English also stated that he would follow-up with his Washington offia: on 

the handling of the letter and the check. 

Several days after Mr. Jennings’ interview with Rep. English, Ms. Spagnol received a 

one-page letter, dated April 22, 1998, from Phi! English on House of Rqxesentatives stationery, 

addressing Ms. Spagnol’s concerns about retirement benefits and referring her to the Social 

Security Administration. The letter did not mention the $50 check sent by Ms. Spagnol. 

Soon after these interviews, staff at the offices of Reps. IClink and Doyle returned Ms. 

Moniot’s earlier calls to their offices. First, Ms. Mary Kiernan, Administrative Assistant for 

Rep. Klink, and later, Mr. David Lucas, Press Secretary for Rep. Mike Doyle, called Ms. Moniot 

to ask for more specific information about the proposed interview. bfs. Moniot explained the 

premise of the Congressional Response News Story to each of them. Both Ms. Kiernan and Mr. 

Lucas declined to arrange interviews on the subject with the congressmen. 

Following Ms. Moniot’s conversations with Ms. Kiernan and Mr. Lucas, Ms. Spagnol 

received the following letters: 

1. A one-page letter dated May 6, 1998, fiom Joe Bsimmeier, Campaign Treasurer, 

on “Ron Klink, your citizen in Congress” stationery, advising Ms. Spagnoi that because 

of questions about the origins of her $50 contribution, her donation was being refunded in 

accordance with Federal Election Commission guidelines. Enclosed was a $50 check to 
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Ms. Spagnol dated May 7, 1998, from “Citizens for Ron Klidc” signed by Mr. 

Brimmeier. 

2. A one-page letter dated May 9, 1998, from Karen S. Oleyar, Treasurer, on “Doyle 

for Congress Committee” stationery, also advising Ms. Spagnol1:hat because of questions 

about the origins of her $50 contribution, her donation was being refunded in accordance 

with Federal Election Commission guidelines. The letter stated that because Ms. Spagnol 

had written identical letters to several members of the Pennsylvania delegation, 

apparently in conjunction with a WPXI news story, “we must assunie hat you may not be 

the person actually making the contribution.” Enclosed was a $:50 check to Ms. Spagnol 

dated May 3,1998, from “Doyle for Congress Committee.” 

In approximately mid-May 1998, several weeks &er Ms. Moniot’s conversation with 

Ms. Kierrian, Mr. Chiappelli received an undated letter from Rep. Klink in an undated House of 

Representatives envelope thanking him for his inquiry and enclosing a pamphlet on Social 

Security. Rep. Klink’s May letter is the only response received by Mr. Chiappelli to any of the 

five letters he mailed to the congressmen. 

On June 3, 1998; Ms. Spagnol sent a letter to Rep. English advising him that her $50 

check liad been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it had been suggested that sending the 

check may have violated federal campaign laws. Ms. Spagnol’s letter stated that she was 

bringing the donation to Rep. English’s attention in order to provide him with the opportunity to 

refund her already-cashed check. 

Also on June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a similar letter to Rep. Coyne advising him that 

her $50 check had been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it. had been suggested that 

sending the check may have violated federal campaign laws. Ms. Spag:nol’s letter stated that she 
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had stopped payment on the check and was bringing the donation to Rep. Coyne’s attention 

because he had not yet cashed her check. 

Sometime in mid-June 1998, Ms. Spagnol received a letter from Bruce P. Mehlman, 

Chief Counsel of the National Republican Congressional Committee, diited June 11, 1998. Mr. 

Mehlman indicated that Rep. English had forwarded Ms. Spagnol’s June 3 letter to him and that 

the English campaign had refunded her $50 contribution to the U.S. Tremury, rather than to Ms. 

Spagnol. The letter included copies of Ms. Spagnol’s June 3 letter, the $50 check from “People 

for English” to the US. Treasury, and the check and envelope included with Ms. Spagnol’s 

original February 24 letter. 

As requested, all documents received from the congressmen or their representatives are 

included with this submission. 

INTERROGATORY NO. l(ik 

describe what actions have been taken by ’JVPXI to inform the contribution recipients of 
the true nature of the contributions. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 

Reps. Mascara and English were advised by Mr. Jennings during the April 20, 1998 

interviews that the $50 checks sent by Ms. Spagnol were part of‘ \VPXI’s Congressional 

Response News Story. 

As stated above, Ms. Moniot advised Ms. Mary Kieman, Administrative Assistant for 

Rep. Klink, and Mr. David Lucas, Press Secretary for Rep. Doyle, by telephone that Ms. 

Spagnol’s checks were sent as part of WPXI’s Congressional Response News Story. 

On June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a letter to Rep. English advising him that her $50 

check had been sent as part of a WPXI news story and that it had Seen suggested that the sending 

of the check violated federal campaign laws. Mr. Spagnol’s letter stated that she was bringing 
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the donation to the attention of Rep. English in order to provide him with the opportunity to 

r e h d  her already-cashed check to him. 

Also on June 3, 1998, Ms. Spagnol sent a similar letter to Rep. C o p e  advising him that 

her $50 check had been sent as part of a news story and that it had been suggested that the 

sending of the check violated federal campaign laws. Mr. Spagnol‘s letter stated that she had 

stopped payment on the check and was bringing the donation to Rep. Coyne’s attention because 
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he had not yet cashed her check. 

Partly as a result of these contacts, none of the donations were retained by the 

congressmen. As outlined above, afier being advised by WPXI persoinnel that the $50 checks 

were sent as part of the Congressional Response News Story, the campaign committees of Reps. 

Doyle and Klinlc refunded the money directly to Ms. Spagnol, while Rep. English’s campaign 

refunded Ms. Spagnol’s $50 to the U.S. Treasury. Rep. Mascara, before leaning of any 

connection to WPXI, returned the check he received to Ms. Spagnol because she lives outside of 

his district, and Ms. Spagnol stopped payment on her check to Rep. Coyne before it was ever 

cashed. 

INTERROGATORY NO. Ili): 

produce all documents that were genetLted ai part of the plan. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. N i b :  

All documents gemrated as part of the WPXI plan to send checks to members of 

Congress as part of the Congressional Response News Story are enclosed. 

INTERROGATORY NO. %a): 

list the title(s), position(s) of employment, a d  describe the area(s) of responsibility that 
Carrie Moniot has held at WPXI, Inc. since January 1998. 
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RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 2(ak 

Carrie Moniot is the Executive Producer for the WPXI News Special Projects Unit. She 

is responsible for the medical, consumer and investigative units of the News Department and 

also oversees news specials, election coverage, and special events. She has held this position at: 

all times since January 1998. 

~ ~ T E ~ ~ ~ A ~ O ~ ~  NO. 2Qbk 

state whether Carrie Moniot is or has been an officer or director of WPXI, Inc. 

RESPONSE TO IINTEP(IROGATORY NO. 2(bb 

Carrie Moniot is not now, nor has she ever been, an officer or director of WPXI, Inc. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 2(ek 

describe the role of Carrie Moniot with respect to the plan. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 2(ck 

As stated above, Ms. Moniot came across the idea for the Congressional Response News 

Story in a memo from Lloyd Siege1 of NBC which included a reference to the New York Do@ 

News report. Ms. Moniot presented the idea during the January 1998 Meeting. Once the idea 

was approved, Ms. Moniot drafted the letters to be sent to the congressnien and asked two WPXI 

employees to send the letters under their names. Ms. Pam Spagnol, 'WPXI News Deparlment 

Business Manager, agreed to send letters with $50 personal checks from her own checking 

account. At the same time, Mr. Jim Chiappelli, WPXI Morning News Director, sent letters 

without checks. 

Ms. Moniot also monitored the responses received by Ms. Spagnol and Mr. Chiappelli. 

Ms. Moniot then attempted to arrange interviews with Reps. Klink and Doyle regarding their 

responses. Ms. Moniot spoke with Mary Kiernan and David Lucas, and advised them of the 
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Congressional Response News Story premise behind the $50 donations, Both Ms. Kiernan and 

Mr. Lucas declined to make the congressmen available for an interview. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 323): 

list the title(s), position(s) of employment, and describe the area@) of responsibility that 
Pamela Spagnol has held at WPXI, Inc. since January 1998; 

RESPONSE TO ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ O ~ ~ T ~ ~ Y  NO. Xa): 

Pamela Spagnol is WPXI’s News Department Business Manager and has held this 

position at all times since January 1998. Ms. Spagnol’s areas o f  responsibility as News 

Department Business Manager include overseeing the financial management and budgeting for 

the News Department. 

INTERROGATORY NO. 3CbbJ 

state whether Pamela Spagnol is or has ever been an officer or dilrector of WXI ,  Inc.; 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. 3m 

Ms. Spagnol is not now, and has never been, an officer or director of WPXI, Inc. 

INTERROGATORY NO. X c k  

describe how Pamela Spagnol was reiinhursed for the use of her personal funds for the 
contributions. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NO. Xck 

Ms. Spagnol, WPXI News Department Busiocss Manager, followed the station’s regular 

procedure for expense advancement and reimbursement, as she would for any other expense 

related to the production of a news story. On Febn~ary 11, 1998, Ms. Spagnol submitted a 

routine check request for $250 to WPXI’s Accounting Department to cover the cost of the five 

checks to be sent. The requested $250 check was issued to Ms. Spagnol two days later. Then, 

on March 3, 1998, when the checks were mailed, Ms. Spagnol submitted a routine expense 

voucher to the Accounting Department providing documentation that slit- had written the five 
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$50 checks from her personal account on March 2 and requesting reimbursement of zn additional 

$1.60 in postage. Also in keeping with the station’s regular procedure:s, the News Department 

head, WPXI News Director Robert Morford, approved both the check request and expense 

forms. Ms. Spagnol also was reimbursed $25 for the cost of stopping payment on the check to 

Rep. Coyne on June 3,1998. 

INTERROGATORY NO. Xd): 

describe the role of Pamela Spagnol with respect to the plan. 

RESPONSE TO INTERROGATORY NQ. Xdk 

Ms. Spagnol agreed, at Ms. Moniot’s request, to send one letter enclosing a $50 check 

from her personal account to each of the five congressmen. Ms. Spagnol signed the letters dated 

February 24, 1998, wrote a check to each congressman for $50 from her personal account dated 

March 2, 1998, and used her home address as the return address on each envelope. Ms. Spagnol 

then forwarded every response that she received to Ms. Moniot. Ms. Spagnol submitted 

reimbursement forms for the checks and other expenses. Ms. Spagnol received a check from 

WPXI, Inc. reimbursing her $250 for the checks, plus $1.60 in postage. Ms. Spagnol was also 

later reimbursed for the $25 charge incurred when she stopped payment on the check to Rep. 

Coyne on June 3,1998. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge. 

J 

*e. 
ed 

8 
N DATED: 

DCL180253398-I 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Kovaka 
DOW, L O W S  & ALBEFLTSON, PLLC 
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 776-2000 
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Cheryl Volk at The Association of Neuro-Metakmlic Disorders 
(419-885-1497) paay ~ Q W  of local support groups fox parents of 
children with metabolic disorders. Newborns with naretabolic 
disorders are treated by pediatric neurologists or gexeticists. 

o girlfriends. 





also report a high incidence of severe depression, divorce, and 
other breakdowns of f w l y  life. 

Reporters can check with The Natioma 3?; Caregivers 
Association (301-942-6430) to find local ee. The WcB. 
helps couples care got ailing parents. 

Reporters can check with their local auimal sllieleers to  5ee 
if they are ng the bodies of euthanized B an& cats to 
rmdermng c ea e they are processed SOld tQ pet foaa and co C ies . r 

The San Francisco cpUon.icle reporeed in  1990 !:hat W.S. 
animal shelters s a t  48 percent of the 13 millisn Iioursehold pets 
they put to sleep every year to rerxlering factorieo. 

%e dead pets are listed as “meat or bene m@allm on pet food 
labels. 

Saw veterinarians also send the bodies of pets they put to 
sleep to renderers. 

This practice may ose a h threat - sane weterbarians 
fear chat the drugs us e8 t o  eu %@ pets may sruarim t&e 

erirng process and make their way- into pet b o d .  - 

The Mew’York Daily News found that 

tituentOa requeet for assistance if 
ai- cantr3bution. 

congresraicmal delegation were far more 
w a  

nt letters ask 

wer& 1eetexs without c b W .  letters were arslapsered 
ckly and helpfully if they h c l  a donaftion. 

I 

L. 
I , WPX 0005 
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February 24, ?.998 

CoilgKeSaintsm 

f 88 writfug EO you because P*m a0t sure where to turn. 

P have great eoncemabut the Social Security systezP.-and whether or not 
benefits w i l l  be there when I ' m  ready CQ rettre som? 20 ~ B P I C S  frQm now. 

5% there some way I can find out what my beaeffta will be when I ' m  ready to retire? 
c rrirney keep5 c 8 ous of paycheck, but dsae anycss KWW? keep track of where it 

I h ~ p e  you can help give me acme answe!pa. 

Sincerely, 
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Congressman Hike Doyle 
133 C ~ ~ U O Q  Bouae Office  Building 
let sad Independence A~ei-iue SE 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ o n ~  DC 20003 

Dear Congresaman Doyle, 

there when I ' m  ready t o  retire? Is there sore kind 0 0  form 
I can fill out to make sure someone is keephg tract of where 
my S O C ~ ~ .  Seeusritzy taxes are going: 

BOW can X make S U K ~  i y  SacPal Security bonefieer will be 

Even though I * m  a t  l east  20 year5 faam retirement, it's 
a t i l l  a bPg C Q ~ C ~ T P B  of m h e .  I donot want. t o  wait u n t i l  I 
retire t o  f i n d  o u t  that q? Social Securbty benefits aren't 
what I t h i n k  they are. 

I Rave tried cpdllinrg the Social %ecur&ey Administration, 
b u t  I've gotten the runaround. Please h e l p !  

Pam SpagtPo% 

P.S. 1 am enclosing a check far your caonpwigu fund, 
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Dear Pamela, 
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MIKE OOVLE 

COMNLTEE ON SCIENCE 
SJECOMMITTEES: 

f€cnsoroov 

181" &STRVX. PENNSYLVANIA 

ENERaV AND ENVIRONMENT 

E$ 

March 40, 1998 

COMMITTEE on 
\IEFERANS' AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMIEE: 
NEALW 

DEMOCRATIC WHIP, 
SOPHOMORE CLASS 

bfs. Pamela F. Spagnot 
87 Westmimter Place 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15209-1259 

133 CANNON BUILOINC 
WASHINGTCN. DC 20515 

(2021 2E-2135 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

11 DUFF RDAD 
PENN HILLS. PA 15235 

1412) 241-6055 

641 FIFTH AVENUE 
MCKEESPORT, PA 15132 

(412) 654-8049 

Dear Ms. Spagnol: 

Thank you for taking the t h e  to contact me to inquire about your Socia! Security eapniplss m r d .  1 
appreciate h d g  from you. 

According to the Social Security Admiitration (SSA) you should ciieck the status of y w r  earnings at 
least once every three years to ensure h e  earnings are properly credited. To verify your m i n g s  
record. you sbould obtain and compktc form SSA-7004 1p6, Request for Bnmings and Benefit Estimate 
Statement. which can be obtained at &e foollowirtg location: 

Social Security ~~~~~a~~~ 
East Libsay Ofice 

6117 Pem Circle North 
Pi&burghV PA 15206 

You may also obtain a copy of this form by d h g  1-800-772-1213. The Ibrsoml BEanninp d 
Benefit Estimate Statement will include. among other things, the estbnatd mount of h i d  WuriQ 
and Medicare contributions mde by an individual. and m esth8te oF&nefits payable at ages 62,65. 
and 70 #a& on anticipated earnings and projected byage growth €OK hmre year5. 

I would alia like you to know that protecting ad eilsurhg the integrity of the Social Security syskm is 
one of my chiefpriocities as a Member of Congees. I blieve 
ensure that benefits can be gu;pnu;ueed €or cumnt beneficiaries randl future irecipienni. 

s should takes step tQ 

Qrm again 

Sincerely. 

you for contacting me. Wease !cap io tom&. 

WPX 0030 
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Ms. Pam Spagnol 
87 Wstminsbr Place 
Patsburgh, PA 45209 

Dear Ms. Spsgnol: 

WXI 003 1 
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May 6. 1998 

@ 
Ms. Pamela F. Spagnol 
87 Westminster Place u4 

$3 
cb id Pittsburgh. PA 15209 

f Dear Ms. Spagnol : 
3 
#a 

a 

a 

r It has come to our attention that a contribution recently sent to this 
campaign in your name may not have been, in fact .  made by YOU. We have reason 
to believe that the contribution originated with someone else. 

Under Federal Ekction Conmission regulations and advisory opinions, when a 
campaign obtains information that calls into question the l@ga?ity of a 
contribution. they must refund the contribution within 30 days. (llC.F.R. # 
103.3W. Accordingly, please find enclosed a refund of your contribution. 

M 
rid 

If you have any questions. please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Very truly yours, 

LJ Campaign Treasurer 

Enclosure 
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Congressman Philip English 
1721 Longworth House Office Building 
1st  and Independence Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Dear Congressman English: 

In early March of this year, 1 sent you a l e t t e r  with a 
contribution check for $50 enclosed. The check was sent as part 
of a news story that was being prepared fsr IPX1-TV. Since that 
time, it has been suggested that the making of the contribution 
may have violated federal campaign laws. in particular, it has 
been suggested that the contribution may have violated 2 U.S.C.& 
441b and 2 U . S . C .  & 441f. 

I am bringing this to your attention because you have cashed 
the check and I wanted to provide you with an opportunity to 
address the situation. 
make a reimbursement of the contribution by sending me a check at 
the above address. 

If you feel. you should do so, you may 

Sincem ly, n 

I 

Pamela Spagnol 



I I Teleuision Hill 
Pittsburgh. PA 152144400 
4IZ 23?-!100 
FAX 41232347097 

June 3, 1998 

Congressman William Coyne 
2455 Raybum House Office Building 
Independence Avenue h S. Capitol Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

Dear Congress Coyne: 

contribution check for $50 enclosed. The check was sent as part 
of a news story that was being prepared for WPXI-FV. Since that 
time, it has been suggested that the malting of the contribution 
may have violated federal campaign laws. In particular, it has 
been suggested that the contribution may have vkohted 2 U.S.C. & 
44lb and 2 U.S.C. & 441f. 

yet cashed the  check. 
of federal lawp I an putting a stop payment on the check. 
you find the letter and check at some time in the future, the 
check should not be cashed. 

In early March of this year, I sent you a :letter with a 

I am bringing this to your attention because you have not 
In order to address any !possible violation 

Should 

Sincerely, 
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Ms. Pamela Spagnol 
WPXI Television 
11 Television Hill 
Pittsburgh, PA 15214-1408 

Dear Ms. Spagnol: 

Bruce P. Mehiman 
Cbieh Counse! 

I wi te  in reply to your June 3, 1998, certified lettee to Coergeessman Phil English. In that 
letter you request a refund o f a  $50 contribution which your incorporated television station 
illegally made in your m e  “as part of a news story that was kinig peepared for WPXETV.” That 
unsolicited donation was received by the $mgressman’s staff in his official office and promptly 
forwarded tQ his campaign office, in accordance with 18 U.S.C. Q 607($). Congressman English’s 
administrative assistant eonfnrmed your admission that the contrittution was indeed from WPXI- 
TV, and he forwarded your letter to me fOr prompt and approprbk adon. 

Fedeeal election regulations require: campaign committees t~ disgorge illegal cantriblatioris 
within thirty days ofthe date on which the illegality is discovered. II C.F.R. § 103.3(;E$(2). 
Illegal contributions can be refirnded either to the a c d  donor (VPXX) or to the United States 
Treasury. See Federal Election Commission Advisoiy Opinion 1!?96-5: see also FEC Enjircevnent 
Action Adm460.  People for English has elected to pefimd your illegal contribution b the United 
States Treasury. 

Congressman English takes fdeml election laws very seriously. Ne does not and will not 
countenance knowing wongddoing, even in the name ofjournalism. As there is no ‘‘news 
exception” that allows broadcasters to violate federd contribution laws ip. pursuit of a story, your 
actions violated 2 U.S.C. 9 44lb and 2 U.S.C. p &If. If found knowing and willful, your actions 
could subject you andor your station to a civil pemalty ~ E u p  to $10,000. 2 USC. $437g@j(5Msl. 

I have fowarded this letter, along with your Jane 3 correspondence, to the authorities 
named below for whatever action they deem appropriate. 

320 Fint Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(20;2)47%7020 
vcrww.nnc.or@; 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Ha. M?4%hlmPur 
Chief Cownsel 

WPXI 0040 
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Lany Noble, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, W.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Attorney General Janet Reno 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Eiection Crimes Division 
Constitution A v ~ .  L 10" St, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Linda L. Kelly, Esq. 
U.S. Attorney for the Western 

District of Pennsylvania 
633 US. Post Office &. Courthouse 
Pittsburgh, PA 152 19 

Walter DeFosest, Esq. 
General Counsel, WPXI-TV 
300 Koppers Bldg 
436 7' Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 152 19 

Congressman Phil English 
People for English 
P.O. Box 1940 
Erie, PA 16507 



June 3 ,  1998 

Congressman Philip English 
1721 Longworth House Office Building 
1st and Independence Avenue SE 
Washington, ' DC 20003 

Dear Congressman English: 

contribution check €OK $50 enclosed. The check was sent as par t  
of a news story that was being prepared for  WPX3:-TV. Since that 
time, it has been suggested that the making af the contribution 
may have violated federal campaign laws. In particular, it has 
been suggested that the contribution may have vi.olated 2 W.S.G.& 
441b and 2 W.S.C. & 441f. 

I am bringing this to your attention because you have cashed 
the check and I wanted to provide you with an opportunity to 
address the situation. If you feel YQU should do so, you may 
make a reimbursement of the contribution by sending me a check a t  
the above address. 

In early March of this yearp I sent YOU a letter with a 

Sincere :L y, r 

Pamela Spagnol 
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Thank you for your request tas my office. 

I am p l e a d  to send you the enclosd material. 

If 1 can provide you with additional informa- 

tion or assistance, please do D o t  hellitate to 

contact me. 


